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This is to advise you of a change in the way the Ofice of Adm nistrative
Hearings (OAH) will issue decisions after Fair Hearing (FH) for those cases where
the local district withdraws its adverse action notice and/or stipulates to take
specific action in settlenent of the FH request.

Currently the OAH i ssues a typed FH deci sion captioned "DECI SI ON ON STI PULATI ON
AFTER FAI R HEARI NG'. That decison is signed by the Commi ssioner's designee with a
i ssuance date stamped next to the signature bl ock.

The OAH will no longer utilize this form. |In its place a "STlIPULATION OF
SETTLEMENT" formwi ||l be used. (copy attached) This formwill be hand witten by
the Adm nistrative Law Judge (ALJ) at the FH and will be signed and dated by the
ALJ and the local district representative. Copies of this formw Il then be handed
to the appellant and to the local district representative.

Wiile the format of the process has changed, the Stipulation of Settlement will
have the sanme force and effect as the predecessor form It is inmportant that you
know t hat the issuance date will be the date that the ALJ signs the Stipulation of
Settlenment. Conpliance tinme franmes will run fromthat date.

There are several benefits associated with using this new fornmat. The new

format will be admnistratively efficient for the OAH by renpvi ng the need for
typing the Stipulation of Settlenent and for nmailing to local districts and
appellants. In addition it should speed up local district conpliance with the

stipulation. Lastly the new format will assure the local district that the issued
Stipulation of Settlenent properly reflects the statenments nade by the |ocal
district representative at the FH since the | ocal district representative nmust read
and sign the docunent.

| do not expect that this change will adversely effect local district
operations. Please feel free to call our local district liaison at (518) 474-8787
shoul d you have any questions. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.

Philip Nostrano
Associ at e Counsel



