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the Supreme Court of 
the State of New York., 
held in and for ~ne 

JENNY RIVERA, BILKEN TYLER, OLGA LAJ(BR, 
IDA KRAVITZ. AND PA~RICIA TAYUOR. 
individually and on behalt 
of all others Bimil~rly situated, 

Pec1t.ioners, 

·against-

MARY .10 SANB, as CommiBsionar of th~ 
New York State Department of Social 
Services. and SARBARA SABOL, as 
~ir.istrator of the New York Ci~y 
Human Resources Adminis~ration, 

Respondents. 

Councy ot New York. 
a~ 60 Centre street, 
New york.~ew York. 
on the Ilf day of 
aM _, 1995 
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the petitioners. by their attorneys, Yisroel Schulman. Esq. 

and Marti Coplen~n. Esq., having duly moved for an order pursuant 

to CPLR 5 4403 co conf1nn the repor~ and recommendation of Referee 

Frank B. Lewis daced Occober l2, 1994, and che motion having 

regularly come on CD ue heard. 

NOW. upon reading and filing the Notice of Hoelon dated 

Oc~ober 25, 1994. the affidavit of Yisroel Schulman 1n support of 

the ~otion. sworn to on October 24. 1994. the Referee's Report. 

dated Occober 12, 1994, annexed there~o; che Af~idavit in Support 

of Motion to Reject. the Findings c~ ClIO:: ~eferee of Carmen R. 

Torrent. sworn to. on Dec~mber 21. 199<:.; C(.~ :,otice ot Motion ~or an 

Enlargement. of Time of Respond,mt S..l\..:ol. da.ted November 3, 1994, 

with ir;a accompa.nying Affirmat.ion of Blanche Greenfield in Suppcrt 

ot Respondent Sabol's Motion for an Enlargement of Time. affirmed 

NOveD'.ber ]. 1994; .... " 'Wim Psdebo'QrL2F .r. _0 d 'ka •• r 
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P1IIr.'. ,-CAt "I' eoe, and and having issued a decision t:.hareon dated 

July 25, 1995 (a copy ot which is annexed hera~o AS Exhibit A); and 

WHBRBAS, petic!oner8' mo~ion ~Q confirm the referee's report 

is granced with respect to issues 5, 6, 7 and 8 And denied with 

respect to issues 1, 2. 1 and 4; and 

WHERBAS, petitioners bave damonatrated their eneicl~nt to 

permanent injunctive relief requiring respondents to provide all 

fair hearing appellants with: (a) the right to timely receive, at 

no cha rg8 a.nd by mail, a copy of t.he ev ic1ence package; (b) the 

right to timely receive, at no charge and by mail, copies of any 

other specifiCAlly identified document~ from the case record that 

are requested to prepare for the fair hea~ing; and (c) notices ~hat 

adequately Bee torth chese rights regarding access to case records 

and otataining copies of docwnents and include an address and a 

working telephone number where appellants can obtain additional 

infonnat;ion about; gaining access co case records and obtainin!l 

copies at documental and 

WHERBAS, patlCioners are entitled to an award of attorneys' 

tees pursuant to CPLR. Article 86 upon submission of the appropriate 

applicatioD; 

NOW THBRBFORB. upon JnOtion of Yisroel Schulman and Marei 

Copleman. attorneys for petitioners. ie is 

ORDBRB.O AND ADJUDGB.O that respondent New York C1ty Hwnan 

Resource. ~nistrat1on i. permanently enjoined to 



(1, Provide within three business days, at no charge and by 

tira~ ClASS mail, to all public assistance tair hearing appellan~s 

or their Aut:hori %ed repr.aant.at i vea. upon request;. either by 

telephone or in writing. a copy ot the evidence packaga ana copies 

of any other specifically ident;if1ed documents from t.he 4lppellam:,s' 

case ~ecord that are requested to prepare tor the fair haariog. If 

Any such request for evidence packages or specifically 1dencltled 

document8 18 ~de less than five business days before the SCheduled 

New York State Department of Social Services administrative tair 

hearing, respondenc Ne~ York City Human Resources ~nis~rat.ion 

ahall provide fair hearing appellants or t.heir authorized 

representatives with such documents within three business days of 

the request or at the time of the scheduled hearing; 

(2) Provide individuals who have or who may in the future have 

fair hearings pending before respondent New ~ork State Depar~ent 

of SOcial ServiCes to appeal a determination of the New York City 

Human Resources Administraeion, witn an adequa~e r.o~1ce ~hat sees 

forth tal each individual's right to obcain, at no cost and by mail 

it 80 requested, copies of documencs chat the New York City Human 

Resources Administration will presenc into evidence at che fair 

heoaring. and Any ot.her speCifically identified documents from their 

case records which are requested in order to prepare for their 

respective fair hearings, and (b) an address and working telephone 

number where individuals can obtain additional info~tion about 

access to their case record and Obtain mailed copies of document.; 

(3 Withdraw ~he New York City Human Resources 
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Adminiscra~ion'8 notice whenever ic laila to provide any individual 

or her representacive, upon request and at no charge, with copies 

ot documencs thac the BRA will present into evidence ac the fair 

hearing, and any other specifically identified documents from an 

individual's case record within three business days of the request 

when the request ia made more than five days before the fair 

hearing; and it is further 

ORDRRBD AND .ADJUDGED that respondenr. New York State Department 

of Social Services is permanencly enjoined to: 

(1) Supervise respondent New York City Human Resources 

relating to an Adminiatration and enforce its regulations 

individual's right r.o obtain copies of his or her evidence package 

and ocher specifically identified requested documents from his or 

ber case record; 

(2) Supervise and ensure that all notices issued by the New 

York City Human Resources Administration to all public assistance 

applicants and recipients advising such individuals of tbe New York 

City H~ Resource Administration'S determination to deny 

terminate, reduce, restrict or suspend their benefics, concain (a) 

language which sets forth eacb individual's right to obtain, at no 

cost and by mail if so requ€sted, copies of doc~~nts that the New 

York City Human Resources Administ:racion will present int.o evidence 

at che !air hearing, and 

requested documents, and (b) 

any ocher specifically idencified 

an address and working telephone 

numbe~ ~h~re individuAls ~aU Obtain Addi~iccal in~or--atio~ about 

access to their case record and obtaining mailed copies of 



~t., and it 18 further 

OR.Daa.D .I.NJ) ADJODGBD that petitioners allall be GDt.it.led to an 

award ot attorneys' tees pursuant to Article eo of the CPLR upon 

.ubm!esion at an appropriate application tnerefor. 

s 
Justice Dav 
SUPhiJIlO Court 
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