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ENCLOSED IS THE DECISION RENDERED IN THE FAIR HElRING FOR: 

C R 

ROCHESTER NY 

IF THE DECISION IS IN FAVOR OF TIlE APPELLANI. THE LO:AL SOCIAL 

SERVICE OE?ART~ENT IS REQUIRED TO CO~LY WITH THE OE:ISION ~ORTHWITH. 

AND IS REQUIRED TO NOTIFY THE APPE~LA~ OF ITS COX?LIANCE. THE 

APPELLMlT HAS ElEEN AOVI SEO TO NOT I FY TIiE STATE DEPAR7Xl~~~O';'U'-i.-=,=-=~ 

SERVICES IF THE AGENCY FAILS TO COMPLY WITH THE OECISliN R~C~IVEDI 
:lAYS AFTER HIS RECEIPT OF THE DECISION. :\.. i 

'. , 
COpy S E ~'T TO: IIONRO E eo Uh'TY el R ~ i\ 11 '8Sh I 

L OREn A S eKE G\ 'co" i:2.; ::~.",,"~:::;ii~=.J 



Df:PARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

Ir1 tn~ Matter of the Appeal of 

c 

from deternri na:H 0:"'5 ~ ~ M::".:ce Coon't.y 
of Social Services (hereinafter caued the agency) 

Department 

FH = 0736229R 

DECISION 
AFTER 
FAIR 
HEARING 

A fai:' h,caar-i-ng lo.'aS bald at R:x:::he.ste-, New YO:X, (Xl Nove::::t:e:' 6, 1983, l:efc=e 

?aym:md J. S\~-eca....ney, Jr., Admini.st:::ative Law Jud~, at ~cb t;...o a;::peJ 1 :=n:, the a~-

198~, to ~~ 13, 1984, in t~ cmot:-: c:: S274.00, dua to a ~:i~.ate !.ss-~1'lC: c! a:mel-. .. 
ace..-. . 

Stcmps for the pe::...od Feb:ua..ry 15, 1984, to MarC:l 31, 1.984, in :e a::c-.:r- cf $27'.00. 
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~. Ihadve..~"'!t: E::useh:>ld Error claim 

An ove.r.i.ssua.:lce caused by mi.su::x3e-~.2nd; ng or unintenCe:i error 
en t±e ~ of the ho~sehold. 'Dl:.se e...~ inclu:je, bIt are 
not limlted to, cases in \ri'lich th= household unintentim a1'y: 

a. fa j 1 ed to provide correct or c::r!P1ete infOl:lIlatio:'l; 

b. fa; , ed to :epcrt a change in household circ::llmstance; 

c. recei~ Il:C-~ l:el1efits than it ~ err-..itled to l:::ec2l"se 
~ household requested aid c:nt"';nll; ng ~e awaiting 
a fair bea--ing decisicn. 

2. ACministrati ve Error CJ aj "T! 

An ove...-j.ssu,ax:e caused. by the lcx::aJ. distri~ or lccal Cist:.rict 
fail1.l..'"e to ta.~ ac--.....ion. 'IDese e"'--C--s indu:5=, bU't e-""e not ~ 
i ~ to, cases in ~ch the lo:::al Cistrict: 

b. inco~...ly e:::::r."'!pir...ed a ho~lC's a!..lot::ent, i.."'lCCm:, 
cieduc-...i.c:"..s, or othe. ...... "ise assi~ a..''l lnc::l.."""rect a.liot­
Ire."lti 

c. lnco.!-ec-...ly issued Ci.:?llcate c·.:-horizatL-'""'lS to par--ic­
ipate ~Q ware both t.."C-'"lSaC CIoi; 

d. ~H-''Ed ~ isS'..l: l::e..~fits a..~ a household's ~;&i..­
c:atic:l pe-: cd ~ired \ow-it..~t.: a r"-Dpplic:ation Cere:::,.. n­
ation; 

e. fa:"i e:: 0 =ed.u:::e Fo:d Stan'? ZE:=e5ts i::ecause of a Public 
As~....a.r::;e c;r-~'"lt c:tJ.a.nge. 

A claim == a=. a::::n'; st::ative e....-== c= i:cedvertont household er" .. or cla:iJn 
shall not i::e esta .... 1i.sheC. if a=. ove"""; ~SiV,.n:e occm-reO as a r=a-SUlt of t.."'le 
fo~~: 

3. 

'l!le bo'JSe~~ t::;;,..,'Y''':'''L.od a.~ e.xpL'""eC. a..u-..h~ z"tion to ~i cipate 
un1ess the b:J-.:se.~ld al.t==ee. t:te a·,:-no.:-;-zatio:'l. to pa:t-':::i.pate. 

~ loc::al cll.s:::ic:: faned to j"'s::e"t::lat the house..1.old :11' fj lJed 
tba foU~-in; ?rooedt.~ requil.ezs::t:s: signed the applicat.ion 
fc:m, c:..."1IPle'::e:. a c:u:::rent w;:)lX :=e;ist:ation fom., and...as c:e..""ti­
fieci in tba e::::mc: J..oc;;, d:ist::::i.c::-_ 

A c1 air: may !:e lla-~ as an Inte·:::icna.l Pro;:am Violatia'l CJ a';m 
Q:lly i! a=. a":""-: n; st:::ati w d.i.sc:r.-.=:' ~ .&:.; cati::::n hea.-~ c~ ci a 1 or a. 
~ 0: Clot':-:p::iate ju:::isdic-..i.cc has det:eJ::::::ine:. that a houseb.:ll:! 

• . - I.r. . - P= v." -. . J' nei?-! Ie: c::z:rr::-:::::e: a:l.tt::e:::. j ona I ~au1 .l.O~tJ..o."'l C 2j"i' as de!i.~ 
ill .sec-...icrl = 0: t~ ~ s let:e:, 0: if tbe individual sig:ced a \or"ai ve= 
0: ::it;.:-.t. ~ a ..:~ s;u=- ";'':'; oatio:l hea-: '"":;, 0:- a ctis.c;"a' oj &j cation ~ 
sent c:ec:ree i=. cases refe:.!.eJ fo:- ?_oseo.r-...ion. 
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~ re« :eg-~tials remit FexXi St.a:Ip allotIrent reduction as a neano; of mpayinq 

either Intentional Program Violatico or H::nlSehold. Error claims. O'-~ prj cedL-'""eS fo:: 

liquidating and. also for su.spe:od:ing O:ll.lec"..icn of a cla im a...1"S set fore in ~ rood 

'!he evide.~, produced at the h;arjng, established. that o:l April 2, 1984, tl::e Cli?­

p?" 1 a.":t, ~ the ag;::ry that he had not :received his Fcxxl StGnp AuClo'ri zati.c::n to Par­

ticipate in the Fc:xxl St:cmp Prorg:::am fer tba peticd Febru.azy lS, 1984 to l·la-'""Ch 31, 1984. 

P:o;ram fer such per.icd, lJl the aIIOunt 0: $274.00. 'lhe.reafter, th: at;a.~ received 

£ran lccal bar..ks tMo signed ar..d cashed All':.ho....-uations to Pa-""tid?ate :in the Fo:d St.a=p 

~o;zam for t..~ :::e-""iod Februa.."'Y 15, 1984 to Ma.rC1 31, 1984. E'.a.Cl w:-.ore in t.'le ~ 0: 
$274.00. At the hear:Ulq, the asenc'.l pre.se:lted copies 0: boO signed al'-bo:iza~i,"'l".s t...-

1984, to !rla...""'Ch 31, 1984. It c..i.d not offer M!'f proof as to the circ:tms~ St::_0I.l:"..d­

in; the :eceipt of ap;ellant's initial At.:-..ho...-uaticn tc Par'"LiMpat:e (al ¥.aa--ch 23, 1.984) 

otbe.: ~, the a;? 11 ant test; of; ed that he did not pick tJP or sign his ini"'i a l' Y a.t..­

t.~0-~ A7-"thc:i%ation to Purd:la.se and did. %lOt, therefore, sign both Aztthc::i%aticcs 

t,::) Pl-..-oase • In Stl??Crt of a;pel J ant's =t:e:lticn, a;:peJJ ant prese:lted the ~..±:xxrl 

c:: anothe:' handw:i:tillq expert, retained fo= t::U.s hea,....;~, ~ haC. also exa:::ineC. ~_ 

nens of ~"a~1 s han&.l:itin;. Based c:l invclunta1'y aDd n=red habits 0:: h.a..~~ 

l:l.i.Qua t:o eve...-y pe..~ (2-9-, "pen-lL.~", "p:es.su:re p:nnts", ~) I su:::h wit:ress 
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co:rpared seven en.1..al:'ged specinens of a.p;el.l.an:' s han.6.ri ting in relation to the dgn::­

ture en the doerme::t in ouastial (the lllitia.l ALr..llorizaticn to Par-~te). Sue:=. .. 
teS""'...im:cyeffectively dem:nstrated that appel.l..ant Cid not sign both Authorizations t= 

Par""..icipate, here.in. ~""efo..'""e, the credible evidence, .in this case, es""~l.ishes t~::"­

~l.la.nt did no: sign botb. Fcod StaIrp authori.zations, herein, msulting L'"l tb; ace"'7' 5 

ove-""issua.1'lO! of $274.00 Fc:o::i StmIps to ~ ~qly, t.~ a.:,-e.."lCY's ce~minat4an~ 

J:alati."'l9' to overis.sua.TlCe of Fcod StaIrps, as wall as its ~. for repayrre:at, ~-e ~ 

p .. ""OPer. 

It should also ~ noted that the ap.;:ell..aI:t 1 s re?resentative, herein, had pre~~-

the ~"1"ti.on.s of t:."l= StateI:epartIrsnt of Social Se:vioas, \oahlQ provides t.."lat, ~ 

:iri.al. 

a..'l C9P0rt:u:U.ty c l:e hea..""d. Moreover, the $150.00 c:Ca.rge, IIBde by su::h hanal.ri'ti::!q e::t­

pert, 'NaS reasma'b1e. '.IDe.-,.,uo~, the ar;pnr::y is d;::ect:ed to provide payma..""lt of $150.00 
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as ~ btl Se~-ion 358.22 of th; r::ep.art:re:ltls Begulaticn.s. 

~.:n:D: A.!ba.."1J, &;ev,. YoIX 

DEC 3 ~ 


